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Began to solwér a Letter fent me a- 
‘bout the Frewch Trade, in the aft Pa- 
A per I wrote on that Subje@, and pro- 
poe'd roprove three Things in its ] need 
not tell any Body what Treatment T fhould 
have, if J fhould omit, or: fail ia Pertorme 
ing what I promis’d on chat Head ——— 
The Letter, that the Author may not be 
Difappointed in making. it 38 Publick ‘as 


pofible, 1 repeat agein, thus. 


SIR, ; 
s é OV are: very pofitive, in your Notions 

upon the Trade to France, and take upe 
on you to Reflect upon the general Underftand- 


ing of the Nation, in their Probibisions of 


three 


shat Trade : Pray, Efew comer ts to pafs thet 
who. are fo great an Admirer, 1 ore ia 
Adorer, of King Willies, Joeuld shus forges 
your felf, and fly in bis Face, in whofe Days, 
and: by whofe Counfels, and with whofe Con- 
fens, the firB Probibisions of the FrenchThade 
were Jct.08 Fapt~a——mem This omiffiow, makes 
al you [49 of moValue, and preves your Usder- 

anding as foallow as your Memory ss foors— 
Your Anfwer to thie, if you sink it poffible, 
is defir'd , and pra aslo is direBly, and 
without your Flourifhes and fine Werds. 

Your Humble Servant 


In anfwering this, I promis’d to prove 
Things, viz. 
Ie] 


- I hall prove, That it was abfolutely 


neceflary to Prohibit the FrenchTrade 


in King Wilicm’s Time, and that it 

is for the fame Reafon, as abfolutely 

neceflary to take off that Prohibition 
now. xs ‘ > 
. I fhall prove, That Prohibition of the 

French Trade, however Fatal ¢o us 

now, was not fo, but Profitable to us 
. > then. 

? we may make, by taking off a Probi- 
bition NOW, are all Founded upon 
the Advantages we did make, oflaying 
on a Prohibition then 5. and that the 
fame Reafon that madea Prohibition 
then ey takes it now 
the maddeft Thing the Nation could 
do, or everdid in the Matters of 
Trade. 


I make this brief Repetition, to prevent 
the Neceffity of the Readers looking back 5 
I thal pesform my Promife in one gene- 
ral Difcourfe, without dividing it by the 
Heads laid down, and refer it to any one to 
decide, whether the matter is clearly laid 
down or no ?——- And by this Method, I 
thal both anfwer the Objeétor, and State 
the Cafe of the French Trade, I hope, with 
Clearnefs and Force encugh toconvince the 
Reader of the Matter of Fa&. 

Tt istrue, that ac the Time of the Re- 
volution, and before it for about 16 Year, 
viz. From and afrer the fir reftraint the 
King of France put vpon our Export to his 
Dodrivions, by laying Rxtravagane Duties 
upon all our Woollen Minufadtures 
Which as f remember, was about the Year 
72, which Duties were doubled again, and 
became a kind of Prohibition in the Year 
78, add S0———=At this Time, and from 
that Caufe, I fay it istrue, that the French 
Trade, like the French Tyranny, became 
a Grievance co this Nation. 

We were fo far from putting any fhew of 
Refentment upon our Condu&, at the In- 
convenience we fuffer’d, that we took not 
the leaft Step either to get thefe Burthens 
of our Trade made eafier in France, orto 
make our felyes amends upon the French, by 
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Ifhal prove, That the Advantages | 


refraining or burthening their Trade hi. 
ther 3 that on the contrary, our whole Na- 


tion lay asa Prey in Commerce,as wellas 


in Government to them 5 French Wines, — 
French Brandy, French Hats, French Linnen, 
French Silks, French Perfumes, French Fa- 
fhions, French Difeafes, French Whores, 
and all the reft of their Manufactures were 
our general Import ——— To fay nothings 
of French Bribes, French Politicxs, Frenc 


-Counfels, and French Religion, which we 


Imported Cuftom-free. 

Asthefe grew aud Increas’d upon us in 
Trade, and the King of France yon Bur- 
thens fe laid upon our Goods, leffen’d their 
Import into his Dominions 5 it follow’d 
moft neceflarily, that the Ballance of the 
Trade muft run on hisSide, and our Im- 
port from him, over running his Impare 
from us, we behoved by Confequence to 
pay the Ballance in Specie, according to the 
known and natural Inference of Trade, 
bettween any Natior. 

This Ballance grew fo great, that in the 
Second Year of King Famss 1], when I 
had the Honour to fee a Calculation made 
to the Privy Counfel, it appear’d, that we 
paid to France for our Imports from thence, 
aver and above what Goods they recelv’d 
from ut, above 850000}, Sterl. per Anne 
This was fuch a Surpriziog Account, and 
fo manifefily tended to the Impoverifhing 
of England, that even King Fames him{elf, 
whom we never counted over Famous for 
his 1f]-Will to the French Affairs, yet began 
to think of Meafures to prevent the ill Cone 
fequences of it. 


Tt is needlefs here to give you a Parti. 
cular,on which the Calculation was made, 
only that if Imiftakenot, about 4scoo 
Tun of Wine and Brandy, Jmported irom 
France in one Year, was part of it. 

When after the Revolution, a War with 
France came op, as the Confequence, 
leave itto any Manto judge, whether a 
ftop to this Advantage the Enemy made of 
us was neceffary, or no. 


1. As it depriv’d them of fo vaft an Ex- 
porcof theic own Produce, and which 
Em- 


- Jiameat in the bsginniog o 


are) eee wee A ee I ie 


a ion aie 


Employ’d their Peoplefand their’Land 
to fo greata Degree. : 
2. Avtt broughtinto their Country fuch 
a Prodigious Annual Return from us, 
either in ready Cath, or its proper. E- 
quivalent, Bids of Exchange. 

3 Asit puta ftop her to the great Lofs 


being at Hand, we had Reafon enough 
to prevent it in our Trade, viz, The 
being oblig’d to pay fomuch Money 
Yearly, to Ballancea Trade wholly 
confifting of Superfluities, not neceffa- 
ries; Toys, Trinkets, Trifles, and the 
general Afliftants to our Luxury, that 
at once debauch'd our Morals, as it 
debauch’d our Trade, and dreyn’d us 
of our Money, to foraith our Vices. 


“ 


Thefe were the es why our Par- 
Was, qameinto a general Prohibition of 
‘the French Trade, and I leave it to any 
Man to tell me, whether they were good 
and fufficient Reafons, Of NO 7m J fhall 
pext tell you how and by what Methods, 
this Prohibition wreught its defired Efic& 

when the Neceffity ceas’d, and the Advan™ 
tages appear’d , and how wecame into a 
Poftire to Trade with Fraxceas much to 
our Gain, as we did before to our Lofs 5 
by which it will appear, that as the firft 
Probibition was then our Gain, and the 
Efe of our fenfibly knowing our Intereft, 
fe had that Senfe continued, we fhould, 
when the Reafon of it ceafed, have been as 
Zealous to have taken it off, as we were to 
have laid iton=—= Acd-this will both bea 
fail Anfwer to my Taunting Oppofer Mr. 
A. B.C. a8 it will be a giving a fair Account 
why Lam sow for an open Trade with 
Pace in Hand with the Trade to France, 
Thave given you my Thoughts upon the 
Tradeto Africs —— And realty, had not 
our Delufions in Trade ria very ftrong up- 
on us for fame Years paft, this Article, any 
more than that of the Freacb Trade, had 
never laid Bleeding fo long, till the Nation 
has almoft bled to Death, and has hardly 


we fuftain’d, and which a heavy War 


King Wiliam’s . 


TradingtStrength left, to recover itfelf 
of the Dream and Delitium, the aa 
her Spirits has thrown her inte. 

{ remember, amongf the reft of the 
awkard Mirth which fome Gentlemen were 
pleas’d to pleafe themfelves with, ia the 
Cale of the: 4fricsw Company —~ This uled 
to he O00 ALCICIC sateen J) — wm the 
Company, they are broke, they are Bankrupt, 


‘What do they ruggle to be « Company for 7— 


If they bad all the Priviledge rhey feck. ¢be 
could not Trade; why, ees gobi 1 fA 
Debt, and can pay nothing ; What would they 
have ? What, would they Trade without ‘pay. 
ing their Debts? Are they fit to be truffed 
with the Trade, that cannot pay their Debts? 
Or do they want a newSubfcription to pay their 
Debts.with, and fo let the Creditors run a- 
way with the Money? Then they will be like 


to vp on the Trade, and the Security they 


talk of giving, would be mighty well Founded 
when their Stock was gone. ~ 

This was (ach a pleafant Way of Treat. 
ing the World, as is not commonly mec 
with; as ifthe Lofles and Dilafters of the 
Company, moft of which were owing to 
the People that talk’d thus, were not 
ftrong Arguments, why they fheuld be affift= 
ed to Trade again, and put in a Pofture 
to recover thofe Difafters by furure Advan- 
tages —— To take thofe Advantazes from 
them, becaufe they nad been Ruin’d by 
Loffes and Difafters, is juft as if you fhould 
take ovc a Commiffion of Baskrupe 
againft a Tradefman, becaufe Thieves had 
broken open bis Houfe and Rob’d him; Ou 
the contrary, in a Country where any Hu- 
manity prevait’d, it would be an Argument 
to forbear and afift him, that by his Dill- 
gence and their Help, he might recover his 
Lofs. 

But thefe and fuch as thefe, they thought 
unanfwerable Arguments, or rather Ban- 
tets,to Ridicule, as they fuppofe, the.-Com- 
pany out of their Property —— This they 
join’d to their Jefts about the Forts and Ca- 
files That they were Baubles and 
Trifles, and were only Izeaps of Stuff and a 
few Ware-Houfes buzit 20 make a fhom with, 


and now had fine Words and Names put upon 
thet 


broughe againft the Company.own, the 


Trade could not be carryed on without 
them —_—- And one of theig Witneffes 
{aid frankly, that he thought anne could 
be fo Ridicnlous as to fay, they could Trade 
there without Forts aod Caftles 
As to the Sufficiency of them ——- Itis evi- 
dent, the Company have Supported and 
Defended the Trade by them againft all the. 
- Powers of the Natives, aod of the Europe- 
ams too, as Merchants It was never 
pretended they could be Supported agaigft 
Regular Forces, Squadrons, &e. in Matters 
of the War with Nations smme. And the 
Company fays well, neither could any of 
the other Forts do it——And they ought co 
have bece fo mach the Care-cf the Publick, 
as to have. been affifted again fuch a Rorce 
moe Bus of shat ie it’s Place: But ic isa 
fufficiene Anfwer to all the Pretences againit 
their. Forts and Cafiles, that they never 
have loft any to their Neighbours, 4s Mer- 


chonti———=- $6 that’ ObjeQion perithes of . 


Cousfe. ; 

As to the Scandal of being in Debt, . the 
Fa is own’d, but the Confequence is 
effeQtually deftroy’d, tothe Shame of all 


' BOC 


- Debt as 2000007 Ster. might not fall upon 
. ‘the Creditors, and fo many Panilics be 


Cc 
_ See ngree 


cerlafl choir Settioment, oné weir be 
Engagd in a great Debt, is now an invin- 
cible Argument, why she Goverament — 
fhould pariicularly Concera itfelf in the Be 
ftublifhing the Company, that fo greata 


Ruined for want of due Afiiftante to the — 
ompany f for that now-——ethe Creditors 
with the Company to join theig- 
Debts to the Stock, in order to preferve fe 
Publick a Good carry on the Trade, ad 
make that Stock capable of peying the Cree 
dit of the Company. = 
We fee the very fame Argument has pre- 
vail’d with the Parliament to make aCca 
allicien of Waion, ina Cafe where Things 
have been carried onwith much moreView 
of Decelt, thanhere, andeven where a 
Publick Cheat was difcover’d to be the 
meer Defiga of the Management, and this 
is in the Cafe of the Mine-Adventure, 
where the Debts and the Stocks are om 
dered to be United, for the Improving and 
carrying on the Mines. 

[believe no Man will pretend equal Ne- 
ecfficy,equalProbability ofAdvantage, equal 
Benefit‘to the Publick in the Cafes, and I 
hope no Man will fuggeft.aReabn, why 
the Creditors of the African Company, 
— not ap equa | see in theig 

ountry, as todeferve equal Care fhould 
be taken of their Debts. 

But be that as it will, the Clamouring 
Argument drawn fromthefe Debts, ig 
dsowned in the very Propofal 3 for if the 
Creditors have joic’d with the Company, 
and are content to have their Debts turn’@ 
into Stock, then the Credit and the Stock 
are both one Company, they are Marryed 
by this Bargain, and I cannot believe, that 
they who voluntary Agreement: has ebus 
joia'd, che Parliament willever be prevail'’d 
with to put afunder, 


eset teh teslty 
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